Lessons and Rubrics for November 19th 
	First Reading
	Daniel 12:1–3


The book of Daniel represents a kind of literature called "apocalyptic," which is full of bizarre visions, strange symbolism, and supernatural happenings. Arising during times of great persecution, apocalyptic literature employs a vivid language that prevents outsiders to the faith from understanding its content. Overall, it is concerned with God's revelation about the end-time and the coming kingdom of God, when God will vindicate the righteous who have been persecuted.

At that time Michael, the great prince, the protector of your people, shall arise. There shall be a time of anguish, such as has never occurred since nations first came into existence. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone who is found written in the book. 2Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 

	Second Reading
	Hebrews 10:11–14[15–18] 19–25


The letter to the Hebrews presents an extended discussion of how Christ offered himself as a sacrifice so that sinners, cleansed by his blood, might have life. Therefore, the writer concludes, our life together should be marked by confidence, assurance, hope, and encouragement.

11And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the same sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, "he sat down at the right hand of God," 13and since then has been waiting "until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet." 14For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying,
       16"This is the covenant that I will make with them
      after those days, says the Lord:
      I will put my laws in their hearts,
      and I will write them on their minds,"
17he also adds,
      "I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." 
18Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
       19Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, 20by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), 21and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Lessons and Rubrics for November 26th 

	First Reading
	Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14


To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they (God's people) were experiencing would never end. Daniel's message is: Indeed, it shall end. The Ancient One who is judge will call all nations to account and will give dominion to God's people who are represented by "one like a human being.

9As I watched,
      thrones were set in place,
      and an Ancient One took his throne,
      his clothing was white as snow,
      and the hair of his head like pure wool;
      his throne was fiery flames,
      and its wheels were burning fire.
10A stream of fire issued
      and flowed out from his presence.
      A thousand thousands served him,
      and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
      The court sat in judgment,
      and the books were opened.
13As I watched in the night visions,
      I saw one like a human being
      coming with the clouds of heaven.
      And he came to the Ancient One
      and was presented before him.
14To him was given dominion
      and glory and kingship,
      that all peoples, nations, and languages
      should serve him.
      His dominion is an everlasting dominion
      that shall not pass away,
      and his kingship is one
      that shall never be destroyed.

	Second Reading
	Revelation 1:4b–8


The book of Revelation begins with a series of messages addressed to seven churches. John's greeting to these churches extols God as one who controls their past, present, and future.

4
      Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
      To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
       7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
      every eye will see him,
      even those who pierced him;
      and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8I am the Alpha and the Omega, says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

